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Parent Advice for ‘Learning from Home’

Primary
The Premier of NSW has encouraged families to keep children at home for the remainder of Term 1. However, Boorowa Central School remains open for students whose parents are engaged in essential services.

How will Boorowa Central School facilitate Learning from Home?

• Primary lessons will proceed online and this will be the only mode of lesson delivery for all students, whether working from home or at school.

• Each class has a Google Classroom online learning platform. Students are to use this online platform to complete their learning activities and communicate with their teachers. 

• Student questions regarding learning activities should be asked directly through the Google Classroom.

• Student wellbeing support structures will also be adapted by our Wellbeing Team. Stronger Smarter activities will be posted in the Google Classrooms for students and parents to participate in.

• Technology support is available. Please contact the school (6385 3009) and ask to speak to Chris Howlett regarding your IT issue. 

• Teachers and staff of Boorowa Central school will be continuously upskilling to ensure we can best support the ‘Learning from Home’ approach. Please be patient as this is a learning process for all of us.

• Official school communication will continue, at this stage, via the Boorowa Central Facebook page and the Skoolbag app.

How can students make the most of Learning from Home?

Students have Google Classrooms for each class. Students must log into their classroom each day. Teachers will post their work here and be available for questions and communication.

Students are to:

• Organise their physical space at home. Make sure the space for learning is neat and tidy.

• Take the initiative with their learning – it is up to students to make this work as best as possible.

• Students are to do their best work.

• Students are to follow the school’s expectations of Respect, Responsibility a Participation when communicating in the Google Classroom.

• Student comments in the Google Classroom should ONLY relate to the learning activities. Opportunities for socialisation in this platform with be clearly structured by the teachers.
• Take regular breaks and participate in at least 60 mins of vigorous physical activity every day.

How can parents help?

• Set clear and positive expectations that learning will continue at home.

• Please understand that ‘Learning from Home’ cannot look the same as the regular learning process.

• Ensure that sleep patterns and morning routines are regular and structured.

• Manage your children’s phone and or device during lesson times. Phones and other devices can be a distraction and parents will need to help manage this, by considering steps such as physically placing phones and other devices away during learning time.

• Make changes to your home so that there is a clear and organised space for learning. A space/location for extended learning should be a public/family space, not in a bedroom.

• Parents should encourage their child to contact their teachers via the Google Classroom if they have any questions regarding learning activities.

• Please do not directly interact with Google Classroom, as this is a student learning space only.

• Parents are welcome to contact the school on 63 85 3009 to discuss any questions they may have regarding the learning activities.

Please only send your child/ren if no other care options are available – as recommend by the NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian.

What is the Department of Education doing to assist with Learning from Home?

• The Department’s Learning from Home website has many resources. Parents are welcome to access these resources to assist the learning from home. The Department will provide updates on future developments which we will share through Facebook. The website link is below.

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/learning-from-home
• A one-page document titled Remote Learning Guidelines for Students and Parents provides useful tips also.

What if my child needs to come to school?

• The Premier of NSW has strongly encouraged families to keep children at home. If this is not possible, our site will be open with staff present to supervise students’ online learning.

• Social distancing guidelines will be strictly applied. This means students attending school will NOT experience a regular school day. It is highly likely that outdoor spaces may need to be used for students undertaking online lessons. Students will need to prepare for this - ie, dress warmly on cold days. Playground areas will be limited and students assigned to a particular area.

• Students must bring their own food. The canteen is closed.

• Extra-curricular activities will not take place, and the site will close at 3.20pm.

I will continue to keep all families informed as the situation evolves and further advice comes through.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Graham Jones

Principal

Boorowa Central School

FAQs

1. How do I access the Google Classroom?

Students can access the Google Classroom through the Student Portal. All students have the required access and password – it is the password that the student’s use to log into computers when at school. A step by step guide for accessing the Google Classroom have been posted on the school Facebook page and Skoolbag app.

2. Will the learning activities all be the same?

Each classroom learning activity will have specific instructions posted in the Google Classroom. Activities will improve with the developing skills of the teaching staff and students.

3.  What if I need to contact a Teacher, Head Teacher, Deputy Principal, Principal or Mentor?

Please ring the school on 6385 3009 and the office staff will direct your call accordingly. If the staff member you are wishing to speak to is working from home, alternate communication methods will be shared.

4. What if my child finds the work too difficult?

The online platform is the “classroom” - students are encouraged to ask questions and ask for assistance through this platform.

5. What if my child needs additional support / modifications to access learning?

Classroom teachers will build-in adjustments as per usual practice. The Learning and Support teacher will be assisting classroom teachers in the modification and differentiation of activities to suit all learners.

6. What if my child needs extension work?

The online platform is the “classroom” - students are encouraged to write questions and ask for assistance through this platform.

7. Will there be group work for my child?

If any activities require group work, explicit instructions will be posted in the Google Classroom.

8. Will every subject/teacher be using the same online platform?

Yes – The Google classrooms.

9. Will the canteen be open?

No. The canteen will be closed in line with Department of Education advice to create social distancing.

10. Will school bus services continue to operate?

At present, the bus services will operate as normal.

11. What about extra-curricular activities?

All extra-curricular activities have been cancelled until further notice. There are no exceptions to this.

12. If my child has completed all of their daily learning activities, what can they do now?

Activities that would benefit the students continued learning and wellbeing can include reading a wide range of materials, engaging in dialogue with siblings and parents, construction and design activities in and around the house and a conscious effort to balance screen and green time. 

Principal – Mr Graham Jones 
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